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"It There Be No MliundersUnd-tni.- "

The first real test of the prepared-
ness

k
of our soldiers at the front Is

near at hand. It Is perhaps very

iitar at hand. In the fortunes of war
this thing or that thing may occur;
hnt the thing which cannot occur has
been stated by tho President of tho
republic In terms which admit of no
ilnnble construction. Sneaking for

tthe people who are behind the Amor-lea- n

army at the front, President
yiL80N said to Germany fifteen

weeks ago:

"Let there be no mlgunderstandlng.
'Our present And Immediate task Is to
win tho war, and nothlntc shall turn ua

4tM until It Is accomplished. Every

riwr nd resource we possess, whether
it men, of money, or of materials. Is

belnr devoted to that purpose until it
It achieved."

The President has said at no time
h tho subject of war alms anything

more pertinent with regard to the
events that are Imminent, or more
Inspiring to" thoso upon whom the

'hopes and the prayers and the love
of the whole country nre now concen-

trated, than Is contained In the fore-

going passage from his address to
Congress at tho beginning of the
present session.

"Our present and Immedinto task Is

ttOTrtn the war, and nothing shall turn
XM. aside until It Is accomplished."

J Tha sentiment also possesses
interest for an Intelligent

enemy beginning or threatening the
greatest offensive of the war.

Outside the Breastworks.

It was In 1SS8 that Warner Mil-le-e

"fell outside the breastworks."
He had been nominated unanimously
for Governor by the Republicans.
Harrison was running for President.
Harrison carried the State by 15,000
against Cleveland; Miller lost to

Hill by 20,000. The Tlatt men knew
how to knife.

General Harrison sent his condol-

ences to Miller In a message In which
ha called the Herkimer county politi-

cian the "Intrepid leader who fell
outside the breastworks." The skill
and energy of Platt were devoted
thereafter to the effort to keep Mil-le- e

on tho outside. He succeeded
after struggles more bitter than any
New York has since known.
, Six years later Miller tried for the
nomination for Governor. again. The
yaar '02 had seen Cleveland's second
election as President. Platt had
worked like a beaver In establishing
lils power In tho 'Republican party,
and when Roscor. Conki.ino's suc-

cessor went out for tho nomination
this time It whs recognized that tho
result would bo decisive In tho po-

litical fortunes of the two men.
Pi.att's candidate for tho Governor-
ship was Levi P. Morton, and his
victory in tho convention put the seal
of absolute defeat on Miller.

Two years later Miller was ousted
from the Rig Pour, the advisory com-nltte- e

of tho Republican State Com-

mittee, in which ho had sut with
Platt, DKitw and Lauteriiach. This
was tho end of Warner Miller as it

force In State and national politics,
i As a soldier Warner Miller earned
promotion from private to Lieutenant
for bravery on the field. At Win-Chest-

Stonewall Jackson captured
pirn when General Banks was de-

feated. Jackson was subsequently
forced back toward Richmond by Gen-

eral Fremont's forces, and paroled
tho Yankee prisoner as he retired.
).lcutennnt Miller went homo to Tort
j:lward, and after entering the paper
making Industry spent n year in Bel-glu-

studying tho processes of maun-factu-

there. On returning to this
i'ountry ho worked sixteen hours a
day for ten years, most of tho time
heavily In debt, to get American pa-p-

makers to use tho machines ho
and tho scientific methodsInvented To him was given tho

(credit of reducing tho price of wood
pulp from fifteen to four and a half
cents a pound.

In 1S07 he got Into politics through
itho accident of replnclng a speaker
rwho failed to keep his engngement.
,S!x years later ho went to tho Legis-
lature, In which he supported Gover
nor Ttlden'b reforms. He was In tho
House of Representatives in '81 yhen

Co klin o and Pr.ATT resigned from
the Scnnlo nftcr their quarrel with
President GAamr.n over the appoint-
ment of William H. Rodrrtson as
Collector of the Tort, the Incident
thnt gave to Platt the name of "Mo
too," although Platt Induced Conk-mn- o

to quit and nppcal to the New
York Legislature for reelection ns a
vindication of their course. Their
hopes were not fulfilled and Platt
set to work to reestablish himself.
Ho did It co completely that for years
he ruled the Republican party ns the
Easy Iloss, and eliminated Miller
from public life.

The history of Republican politics,
national and State, for a quarter of
a century, Is bound up In tho biog-

raphy of WARNr.it Miller, a mun of
courage, of force, of wit and of great
accomplishments.

Spring In Germany.
Spring Is a wason of Joy or despair,

according to the fortune of thoso to
whom It comes; and In Germany mil-

itarism Is creating, or trying to cre-
ate, the artificial Joyousness wltich the
minds of the Germans must have.
The people have given perhaps two
million lives and fifty billions of
money to n task that was to have
been finished threo (.prlngft ago. Loy-

ally supporting the Junker ambitions,
they have seen not only their sons and
their money, but thalr unllonat honor,
disappear Into rhe nil whirlpool.
Another budget for - no billions Is
on the table. The are look-

ing over the old men and Hie young
boys. Front the lleldtt comes the fa-

miliar oniell of wnrmlug earth, ready
for tho ploughman, hut the plough-
man Is himself earth nt tho foot of
Hill 304, the key that would not
turn.

It Is a lonely spring for Germany,
the fourth spring of sadness, of won-
dering about the great promised vic-

tories, of seeing unfit men go away to
war Instead of Into the fields. Mem-
ories riw; of other vernal hopes: of
April, Rir. when the War Iord wa
to burn his way with poison gas to
the Channel ports: of February, 1010,
when the Crown Prince was to take
Verdun and end It all gloriously.
F.very wind of the new season brings
a reminder of the great failures ami
what they cost.

The Russian victory Is not enough
to cheer a tired, thin people. A hun-
gry man gain nothing by
a beggar. So the General Staff, eff-
icient even unto death somebody
else's death takes the ready envelope
from the famous cabinet. In case of
popular depression, It reads, strike nt
Kngland! Tell the people again, for
It Is spring, that the hour has come!
.The plan worked before Ypreu and be
fore Verdun; and It Is only fair to
say that the Junkers did their best to
keep the word given at home. At
Ypres they had vapors fre.h from
Satan' owi laboratory; at Verdun
they hail more war machinery than
ever had been gathered at one place
before. At Ypres they could not turn
even the green Canadians. At Ver-

dun they died in tiers, wllh the long
faced Prince's reputation at tho bot-
tom of tlie nics.

This spring there Is no real exiiec-tatio- n

iu the minds of the German
chiefs that they will reach the Chan-
nel. Tho Calal they.hoe to capture
Is the confidence of the depressed na-

tion east of the Rhine. To vJn thl,
to galvanize once more the numbing
figure of militarism, what price could
be cheaper than a few divisions of
common Gorman soldier--?

There has to be a Spring Song U

Germany. Mendelssohn's is dead, so
the Hymn of Hate must erve ro
soothe tho nation's rngsed nerves an-

other IltUe while.

The Attempt to Separate the Bel-

gian Protlncft.
Despite their Intrigues and the use

of the force which they had at their
command tho Germans' attempt to
divide Belcitm and to develop among
the Flemish people a n sen-

timent has failed.
From the time that they entered

Belgium they evidently had this
scheme In mind. General von Kissing
early In his rule of the country de-

clared that the Flemings, "with their
antagonistic attitude to the Walloons,
will as a Germnnlc tribe constitute a
strengthening of Germanism." At tho
beginning of the wnr Germany had
apparently reason to beliero that
she would get some support from
the Flemings, for the Flemish-Walloo- n

nationality question was so ncuto as
nlmot to threaten a disruption of tho
Belgian nation.

The Walloon, who live In the
south, speak a French patois and have
oloo affinities with tho French, were
making a strong fight against tho
growing nscendency of the Flemings
In the north, a kindred people to the
Dutch. Some of the more aggressive
Walloons had declared for nnncxntlon
with France, and some of the Flem-
ings had even sought German aid
against the encroachment of the
lMn tide."
This appeared to the German mind

a situation peculiarly fnvorablo to
reconciling the larger Belgian race
with the German rule. Tho Germans
did everything possible to encourage
Flemish aspirations. They estab
lished a Flemish university at Ghent,
for which the Flemings bad agitated
for years. They formed n Flemish
party and took some of Its "leaders"
to Berlin to present n petition setting
forth their desires to the German
Chancellor. Then they constituted
these lenders Into a Flemish
congress, "Rat von Flandorn." The
whole thing looked so good that one
of tho Government organs came out
with tho declaration that Germany
should mako n separate peaco with
this "Rat von Flandern."

Recent developments show how the
people saw tho German hand work
Ing In all of these schemes. The

Flemings refused to attend the uni-
versity nt Ghent and almost the en-

tire enrolment is made up of for-
eigners. The Flemish people de-

nounced tho "party" as in no way
representing them and tho "leaders"
ns traitors to tho race and nation.
When these "lenders" attempted to ex-

plain their position they were hissed
and their meetings broken up. De-

spite the strong display of German
military force riots and disturbances
took placo all over Belgium when
the Germans banished three Belgian
Judges who, In nccordance with the
laws of the kingdom, had ordered the
arrest of certain men who had pro-

claimed the political Independence of
Flanderri.

The Flemish people declared that
these men were traitors to Belgium,
that they were serving the Germnn
plan to turn Flanders over to Ocr-man- y

and they should have been
tried by Belgian Judges. Thl mani-

festation of Flemish spirit was loo
much even for the German rulers of
Belgium, and It Is announced that
they hnve abandoned, nt least for the
present, their scheme of trying to gain
Belgium through a division of the
Belgian people.

Tho remarkable feature of hls
elTort Is not so much Its failure ns
that It was ever undertaken after
the Belgian people had burled their
differences and fought so valiantly
ns n united nation against the

Ion of their homes and the wip-
ing out of their kingdom. It Is only
another Instnnce of the utter Inability
of the Germans to nppreclato or un-

derstand any other people.

Certain Houserleanlng Jobs Ahead.
Thnt there nro many and lnrgo

communities In Middle West Stntes
wherein Kngllsh Is virtually a for-
eign language, where Germnn and
Germnn nlone Is understood nnd
spoken, may como as n surprise per-

haps to many in the country, although
long notorious In the States thus af-
flicted.

The heavy n vote In
(he Wlscon!n Senatorial primaries
reveals nothing new In this respect.
It only brings the deplorable fact to
a wider American con.clouMies. In
Mich localities notably In Wlsconslp
and Ncbrnskn, the oerwhclm!ng ma-

jority of children attend schools
wherein German and Germnn alone
Is taught, wherein tho speaking of
Kngllsh Is not only barred but pun-

ished, wherein German, and never
American, national songs arc sung,
wherein many of the teachers are not
even naturalized, and wherein many
more hnve only gone so far In the
naturalization process ns that "decla-
ration of Intent" stage which, under
pernicious State laws, gives them ac-

cess to the ballot bov and thus to n

formidable leer.ige for their under-
mining alien activities.

A clear understanding of all this
undoubtedly was one of the impelling
causes which moved Dr. Nicholas
Murray Butler In his recent St.
l.ouls address to Insist with so much
force on a single language standard
for all elementary school Instruction.
By political Intrigue and by political
dragooning of the approved Prussian
variety there has been for years past
a persistent effort to thrust the Ger-
mnn language down the throats of
our scliogl children.

Not only should education be obli-
gatory, but, as I r. Butler so forcibly
pointed out, It should also be made
obligatory that the baste foundations
of that education nre kept in the lan
guage of the country. With us that
language happens to be English. There
is no room here for fundamental
school Instruction In any other tongue.
Above nil Is there no room here for
those, elementary schools, whether pa-

rochial or private, where German
alone Is taught, with

specialized. f

The wnr has thrust many offensive
housecleantng Jobs upon us. Pre
sumably It will load us up with many
more before It Is ended. And of all
these none Is more preislngly exigent
than tho chlorldo of lime cleansing
of these educntlonul sewers of sedi-
tion which so long have been fouling
the air of many American school
rooms.

Noncombatanti In Uniform.
The difficulties Involved in the ef-

fort to segregate worthy and brave
army officers dutifully performing
their tasks In noncombatant units or
details from despicable chair warmers
who havo obtained bomb proof jobs
entitling them to wear honorable uni
forms without exposing their hides to
danger have been well Illustrated In
the numerous letters on this subject
we have printed. Now that Congress
Is likely to take the matter up nnd
find out what iho facts nre, It Is well
to remember that not nil the men In
uniform who wear khnkl but do not
sharo the toll of the camps, the rigor
of training, or the danger of the
trenches, nro Impostors or slackers.

The noncombatant units of the
army hero and abroad were created
and n if maintained as essential parts
of the Mnr machine. The men Iu them
do work that must be done If the
army Is to he successful In Its mission.
Without them the fighting men would
be unable to do their duty. Much of
their work, In tho opinion of many
critics, could it h well be done by civil-
ians; but nrmy authorities gcnernlly
reject this theory, holding that for tho
sake of dlsclpllno nnd to coordinate
tho various departments It is neces-
sary to entrust these tasks to officers
and men subject to military rule.
This is true not only In the American
army, but In every nrmy.

Being of tho army. It 4s obviously
necessary that theso men should obey
the army regulations, unci these pre-
scribe exactly what tho persons sub-
ject to tbem shall wear. Many off-
icers and men assigned to duty away

ft
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from the scene of actual combat
would wear civilian clothing If they
were allowed to; and laxness In com
pelling tbem to wear uniforms has led
to unpleasant and occasionally scan-

dalous, occurrences In the past.
(

Insistence on the wearing of uni-

forms Is therefore not unwise, nor is
n man' appearance. In uniform while
he does merely clerical work in n
Washington office evidence that he
seeks to deceive tho casual observer
as to the sarvlco he Is ierforming, or
attempts to poize a fame to which he
Is not entitled.

Thousands of officers nnd men do-

ing desk duty, inspection duty nnd
the llko In this country are as eager
to go to the front ns the most ambi-

tious volunteer who Is with General
Persuing; many of them hnve been
bitterly disappointed by tho frustra-
tion of their hope to see active ser-
vice; not n few hnve sought to quit
the army on account of their non-warli-

employment; and many more
would quit It If they did not know
that the work they do Is of supreme
Importance and that the uniforms
they wear are worthily worn.

These" men deserve nnd receive
honor. They nro not to be con-

demned because alongside of them
arc a few despicable creatures who
masquerade as soldiers and deliber-
ately (.oek safo Jobs simply because
they oro safe. Of such the country
hns unquestionably ns mnny In pro
portion to the size of the army as
any other country has. They present
a problem that has not been solved
anywhere. They merit the severest
reprobation. Those who encourage
them by protecting tbem, by provid-
ing Jobs for them, by sheltering them,
are as lmd. Nothing that can be said
of them Is too severe.

But their presence In the nrmy
does not discredit the honest and sin-

cere men who wenr the uniform. It
may be evidence that politicians hnc
overloaded neeessnry departments
with useless sons of Influential con
stituents, or thnt In expanding the
nrmy we hnve lieen fooled about some
of the men who have been enrolled
on Its roster.

Tho point Is that no general Indict-
ment can be brought against the men
In the nnncombntant departments.
Each case must be judged on Its
merits. For the slackers there must
be fo mercy; for the honorable men
there miM be no censure.

Tho Liberty Loan Committee him
done a graceful and proper thing In
accepting the city s offer of Rart or
Its most cherished pleasure) ground for
purposes of war exhibition and bond
publicity. The sacrlllro on the part of
the city and the risk of detriment to
park property would be considerable
In ordinary times; in this national
emergency it Is a nefclij;lblo factor.
We liavo no doubt the trench exhibit
will promote subscriptions nnd the
city can well vfTorl to suffer a sllsht
and easily reparable detriment to its
meadow land. U ! altogether a

termination of a content
conducted on one side with unneces-
sary heat and superHuou" vigor. Wo
congratulate evcrylwdy nil around.

Germany announced the drlvo in
advance with tho Idea that the world,
trusting simply In Teuton falsehood,
would not expect tho offensive to
occur.

Hulsarlan troops are now on the n eel-e-

front. The new.',
The Yankee troops in France must

rememW that America is still off-
icially at peace with Bulgaria.

Every little while Washington Is-

sues a threat which makes it seem
probable that alien enemies violating
tho lawa may soon bo punl.shej ns
severely as loyal citizens are.

Another tale of nlleged misbehavior
by American flhtlnK men abroad has
been proved to be false, pretty soon
tho country will learn to assume that
mir men In foreign lands aro as good
aa they nre at home despite tho ac-
tivities of liars.

A Germantonner Kejolces.
To TUB EoiTor. ok The Sir; 1

was Interested and pleased to read in
your columna "Germantown retains Its
name." It's my birthplace, and I for
one and I bclievo others now living in
tho metropolis would have felt cha-
grined to have aeen the ludicrous name
of "Vlewmount" In Its stead.

The "froze up" period eeerrj! to have
had lt depressing effect on some of
its cltUens. With the coming of spring
and the fruit blossoms the Inhabitants
can again begin their normal occupa-
tions and congratulate themselves that
they still have the namo of Gennantnwn
Instead of some makeshift name,

V. It, ItocKErin.LM.
Brooklyn. March 22.

The Taxpayer and the Income Tax.
To tub Kditoii or The Sun Sir: 1

am In hearty nccord with your editorial
articlogou Income tax forms.

We on this side of the water are no
IcsH in tho trenches in a way than our
boys on tho other side, and cur time
should be devoted to the furtheranee
of their interests "over there" and not
taken up needlessly In atruggllng with
the Intricacies of complicated tax re-
turns here.

It la the paramount duty of the Gov-
ernment to leave Industry as free and
untrammelled aa Is possible under the
circumstances, but I am sometimes led
to feel that this Important matter Is not
receiving all the attention to which it is
entitled, Jambs .T. Moor.r.

New Yohk, March 22.

Scot.
To tiik Kditos or Tua Sun Sir.- in

reference to your article on a or
Curley of Boston and his being call!
a "scut," I find that your philological
department is In error, Scut Is the
curly end of a pig's talk It cornea from
the Icelandic ekutr, meaning the stern,
from skjota, meaning to Jut out. The
curly part of an Irish pig's tall Is called
the acut. You knour thers la a famous
painting of a phlllllu bird sitting on a
scut In the 'moonlight, and the title
but that'a another story, T, B.

Boston, Mai., March 11,

A Hymn Beyond Hate,
From the St, leuit
I to not Ilk the Kalier

A pt, beyond a deubt:
But trust that I am wiser

Than to think that puts him eat.

MONEY'S ENDLESS CHAIN.

It It Economical to RemoTe Some of
the rinks?

To tub Korroa or The Sun Sir: 1

think It ought to bo laid down aa axio-
matic that It Is the duly of every one In
civil life In America y to assist the
Government by atary means in his
power; thnt It in ht duty to buy nil the
Liberty bonds that his means will per-

mit, or It he cannot afford to buy bonds,
then all tho war stamps that he can
afford. .So much being premised, 1 hope
I will not Incur the charge ofVUnloyalty

if 1 venture to question the wisdom of
the "thrift" policy that Is being Incul-

cated by tho Government In tho cam-

paign lo stimulate the salo of the. war
stamjis, the principle of which Is tint
stamps nhall bo bought not out of tho
individual's surplus merely, but, If he
has no curphie, out of the proceeds of
his l.

Thoaa familiar with the history of ma
rine architecture will recall that when
it was proposed to build ships of Iron
the objectors phrased their opposition
In this vny : "A bar of Iron cannot float :

tlicrefoic a ship of iron cannot float."
Those of n speculative turn of mind may
entertain themselves by discovering the
fallacy In the logic. Iron cannot float,
but Iron ships do float,- - In tho same way
many seem to reason that If a policy of
retrenchment may make an Individual
prosperous, a policy of universal re-

trenchment will necessarily make a
whole nation prosperous. This nssumes
that though trade Is considerably re-

stricted, total Incomes remain undimin-
ished,

nils, as I see It, Is a great mistake.
It Is not quite true that all Industries
are equally necessary In tho economic
fabric or that they render equal, support
to one another; nevertheless, It Is un
deniable that In a given community they
aro more or less Interdependent and that
otio cannot bo affected adversely without
all the rest being more or less adversely
affected also. Now, while It may appear
that by eliminating certain expense en-

tirely and thus eliminating certain Indus-

tries entirely wo shall at nrnt have more
money with which to purchase stamps
or bonds, I bellovo it to be true that
when the economic wIk-c- I shall have come
full circle, in con.sciuenco of such a pol-

icy, wo shall have considerably lcsethan
wo should otherwise, have for that pur-
pose, if wo have anything at all.

I think wo shall be in the position of
a man who. Instead of living on the In-

come from his capital, undertakes to live
on the capital itself. While the capi-
tal last" ho can live much better than
ho could on tho Income, but In a com-

paratively short tlmo ho hao nothing,
whereas had he beei content with the
Income ho might live a thousand years
on It. did nature keep him alive.

To take a concrete Instance : The speak-
ers advocate "cutting out" the movies
and Investing the movie money in wnr
stamps. I bclievo the bolter way would
be not to "cut out" the movies but to
take them In pretty much as before, con-

tributing the admlfflon tax directly to
tho Government and enabling the picture
house proprietor to make profltn of which
he in turn will glvo the Government
share In the form of a profits tax. The
sum thus obtained may not be very great
In a given case, but It w ill he continuous
and In the aggregate It will, compara
lively speaking, bo ery great, And so

with other forms of amusement. The
trim policy would seem to be not to
restrict commercial transaction but to
mako tle Government a sharer In every
such transaction, cither by paying tho
tlx decreed by law In connection there
with or by voluntarily taxing ourselves
to the same effect.

It Is only by stimulating lnduiry, not
by restricting it, that the nation can find
the means of financing the Government
to preach a policy of "thrift" by curtailing
trade is to kill the goose that lays the
golden egge, because diminishing trade
means diminishing incomes, unemploy-
ment, distress. To throw people out pf
employment before the Government needs
their services Is to Injure, not help It.

New Yor.K, March ::. V. J- Dunpon.

THE METRIC SYSTEM.

A Word I'rom One Not Convinced
of Its Necessity.

To the Kditor or The Sun Sir: The
artkln entitled 'Tho Metric System and
Its International Advantages" which
appeared In Tut: SUN was very Inter
citing, hut It Is to be hoped that we
shall before long be favored with a
similar presentation of tho other side of
the question.

While the opinions and desires of the
scientists are worthy of all attention
ami consideration, those of the manu
facturers axe equally important and
nr in V sense more closely associated
wlrh the Industrial progress of the
country.

The writer possefc;' voluminous ,ita
which to say the least demonstrate
that the necessity for the compulsory
adoption of the metric system is far
from being acute. Tho arguments of
the metric system advocates could b
read with considerable more Interest
and greater liU'rallty of mind If fiey
would nt the time of making tho general
statements present the facte In support
thereof.

To cile Just one e nple, the official
organ of this propaganda for September

ft contains the following statement:
Tim United States1 Government is using

the metric system almost eseltisively In
the manufacture of Its planes." This is
ouo general etaten.ent which cannot he
supported by facts because the facts of
tho case aro that tlx Knglls'.v i.vtem
of measurements Is being used, except
in Isolated cases, such as spark plus
threads, where the metric system It de-

sirable In order to effect Interchange-abilit- y

with some well eetablished
standard, II. 11. MuRntT.

JrnsKT City N. J . March 22

"Saracen's Head to Portland Pier."
To the KDiroa or Tub Sun Sir: Mr.

E. IX. Garczynskl In his rendering of
the old Englllh sallora" doggerel, "Old
horse, old horae, what brought you here?"
in your Issue of March IT, Is at fault.

The feennd line should read "From
Saincen's Head to Portland Pier," Sara-
cen's Head being nn old horse market
in London, Portland lier on tho Eng-
lish Channel,

As to "Sararnp," there ain't no slch
placo; neither does the Jingle appear In
Dana's "Two Years Before the Mat."

J. PiisnsoN Heahtt.
CALnwjtLi,, N. J., March 2i,

Spring In France,
Sprint wlndeth now Its budding way

Alonttht lanei of I'ranre,
And greening leaf und feathered spray

In sudden breeies dame.
While mini here enift tendrlli cllrg
Are hidden In their bloriomtnc,

That tscreil soil from whence they rlie
Glvea to Hi seed new life.

And so shall It Immortalise
Its iona that fact the strife;

N lies Invincible their lance
Than li tha spring that comes to France.

liivaica Uoasia.

BRITISH SHIP LOSSES.

The Ratio Three Times as Large at
Amonr French an Italian Tettelt.
To this Editor op Tub Sun Sir: That

the great destruction of British ships
Is not due to any lack of adequate means
of saving them Is proved by tho great
difference In the ratios of losses In the
Hrrtlsh, French and Italian merchant
marines,

The British losses for about a year
havo been about fifteen ships of over
1,600 Ions a week In total saltings of
about 2,100 ships of all tonnages; two In
about 900 In tho French, and one In 450
In the Italian merchant marine.

The losses by the French and Italians
nru about1 one in 4fi0, the British one In
140, or over three times ns sreat. Pre-

venting this excessive and utineeessAfy
loss, which can bo done, will be equal
lo building ten ships a week of over
1,600 tons, estimated at 4,500 tona, or
D00 a year, or building 45,000 tons a
week, or 1,250,000 tona a year.

Cornelius martin.(

Niw York, March 22.

CREDIT TO THE GENEROUS.

All the Rapid Transit Men Contrib
uted to That Ambulance.

To tub KntTon or Tiik Sun Bin An
artlclo which appeared In Tll Sun of
Sunday, March 10, entitled ''Subway
Men Give Ambulance to United States,"
creates the Impression that the car was
given by subway men only.

The facta are that It was given by tne
13,000 members of the Brotherhood of
Interborough Employees, and these men
are employed on all Interborough Hnea

and in all Interborough shone.
The men working on the Manhattan

division (elevated lines) and In the
phops regret that they were not men-

tioned in the article. They certainly
deserve as much credit as any group of
men and have worked hard to make the
affair the success that It was.

John a. Phius,
Naw York, March 22,

"ECONOMIC SERFDOM."

The President's hnlgmntlc Message
to the New Jersey Democrat.

Toiin Kditoii or Tub Sun sir: When
the President sent his message to the
Soviet conferenco at Moscow they re
plied In a way that ought to have given
him food for thought. Instead of send
ing an answer to him as the head of
this republic they churlishly address
themselves to the downtrodden tollers of
this country who are being crushed by
a capitalistic war. The Woodrow Wil-

son of a few years back would have re
nted thr-- insult. I'"nr from lclng so

affected he rather shows that he Is pro
foundly Influenced to adopt their views.

In his letter to the Democratic leaders
assembled at Newark on March 20 ho
uses this amazing language : "The men
in the trenches who have been freed
from the economic serfdom to which
some of them have been accustomed
will. It Is likely, return to their homes
with a new vlow," &e.

This must refer to our own boys.
Have they been serfs' to our political
and economical system? Ia that the
Presldejit'a thought? I. r. Williams.

I'niLAPit.riilA, March 22.

SOUTHERN LIGHTS. !

Magnificent Displays Visible Below the
Kqoator.

To Tim IhiiTon or Tiik Sun Sir: My
friend David A. Curtis in The Scn of

y tells us of the aurora seen In the
Southern Hemisphere corresponding to
the aurora borcalls or Northern lights.
He means the aurora Australia (not
aurora Australia ) or Southern lights.

Tho extracts given from the account
communicated to him of these polar
meteoric phenomena givo but a faint
idea of their grandeur and startling
beauty such as I have w Itucseed In New
Zealand and Australia.

I recall a magnificent display In the
southern heavens I viewed with awe
and wonder years ago from the shores
of the harbor of Port Jackson, Sydney,
New South Wales. From the zenith to
the horizon the whole southern sky was
Illumined with broad streamers, huge
ribbons radiating in fanlike form all in
tremulous motion, now red, now jellow,
then a Nllo jtreen and pale pink.
Literally the night was as light n a
sunny day;' the aurora gradually faded,
lasting about four hours.

At the height of the luminosity there
were enunds of the electrical current
like the unrolling of bolts of silk under-
going friction at the hands of giants.
The aurora is attributed to the passage
of electrlo light through rarefied air ia
the polar regions.

It always affects the electric tele-

graph. In 1 KfiO tho Western Union
Company during a brilliant display
walked Its lines without the aid of a
battery through the Middle and Kastern
States. B, II. V.u.t.r.NTiNr.

New YonK, March 20.

TRADE BRIEFS.
Motion picture exhibits of British

are to bn ihown In Uurope, North
inl South America, It ! eurgeited by
Convil 3. 8. Armntrong that American
m.mufat tureri plan elmllar trede ex-

hibit!..
Smoked nniMrlt are being tined exten-

sively for fond in Ilollnnd. The mueeels
ure paid to have found fav.'r among the
Dutch conn imiTM, and In tiv of the
dwindling eupply of food they are wel-

come additions to the uple supplies,
A arm In French Indo. China wishes to

communicate wllh American exporters of
nnlllne. ff'.lulold article-- . lamel hair
belting, dllnfectnnt and other good-- .

Electrlo lamp machinery is needed in
Ensland.

Chile prexents a field for the sale of
football ehoe. A sample of the footwear
In general us,-- ran he seen, at tha Cuitom
House, this city. English shoes, retalllnc
at about 10 a pair, are popular, but there
has been some difficulty In obtaining sup-
plies and the moment Is opportune for tha
Introduction of American foods.

There fx a market In Trinidad for sec-

ond hand sugar and cocoa bags. It haa
bn Impossible to get new bags from Cal-

cutta, the usual source of supply. Names
of arms shipping cocoa and sugar can be
obtained from the Korelgn end I)oniell'!
Commerce nurenu, 7,14 Ciislnm House,
thl' city, ry reference to rile No. 98006.

Canadian dealers are in the market for
Are beds.

TUo making machinery l wanted in
Madagascar.

Gmece's orange crop numbered 44,000,-00- 0

In 1BI7. There were 411,000,000 man-
darins grown, Pef!ntta figures for the
lemon and citron crops are not available,

A Jamaican Arm wishes to bur hand
fork- -, hoes, nails, tin, machetes, cement,
paints, laundry aoap and bar Iron.

Tacks for motor car upholstery are In
demand In Canada.

Sprat Ashing In tha Itlver Tar, near
Dundee, Scotland, haa proved more profit-
able during the present season than ever
before, Tha catch waa large and prices
wart abnormally high. Many of tha fish-

ermen realised weekly profits of (rem MOO
to 1400 during the ssasea.

TIPPLING NOT AN INHERENT TRAIT
OF HUMAN BEINGS.

New Generations Will Get Alone Without It, Just as New China I.Hf,

Without Opium and the South Without Slavery.

With surprise and unconvlctlon I)
have Just read in Tub Sun of March
19 the lengthy argument by Applcton
Morgan opposing tho dry amendment. I

Ho lived in prohibition Maine, which ,

happens to be closely bordered by
liquor provinces nnd visited by vaca- -

tlonlsts from liquor districts. In Stalne
violators of the law havo had imported
Inccutlvos.

no assumes mai aiooiiunu jiiuuicicms)
Is such a freneral and Inherent trait
In tho human race that It never can
bo eradicated by legal enactment;
therefore any constitutional amend
ment for national prohibition would in-

evitably lead to general Infractions of
tho law, to evasions nnd to lack of re-

spect for all .statutes. That seems a
far fotched Inference, somewhat akin
to an Interested wish fathered by n
financially Inspired desire.

Tho use of alcoholic liquor Is largely
Imitative. Babes and children know
not tho craving. The great majority
of womankind makes no nuch pica.

The Kaiser Is expressing one of thoso
ineradicable human cravlnrs. His Is
for world power, to bo the bit; boss, to
enslave.

The average tramp Is anather hu-

man craver. with an Ineradicable de-al-

to travel free and feed free. Gov-ern-

Kdge of New Jersey has recently
been so Inconsiderate as to sign a. law
depriving tramps nnd bums nnd loungo Infrequently aro voiced by

of their chances to indutgo their evil spirit In tho group,

inherent human craving. If It wero Provide Just such boys with ope

not for foolish theorists llko Governor air playgrounds exciting ami

Edge all of us could bo carcfrco tramps, whntcsomo diversions, competitive

Just summering round most any old i games, an thero Js no great yearn-plac- e

In old clothes. lng to outwit the cop and to n

Down In Colombia nnd Peru cocalno i clever sneak.
Is secured the world's trade In that Imagine complete dictographs re
surgically valuable narcotic. The na- - ords rendered dally of the conversation

live Indians where tho shrub grows in various .retail e.talllhments fro.
wild have for generations hnd the habit , cerles, halnlasherles, confectioner

of chewing the leaves. Thus they get shops, hat stores saloons.
something of tho narcotic effects of which set of records be lari
fhnt bniiit tnrmine Hrup. If the. nlaiit profanity and vocal sewage and cnar- -
were grown all over America, In the
puhllo parks, along' tho roadsides, In
school yards, doubtless American peo-

ple would In tlmo fall Into the same
leaf chewing habit, to be defended a.s

an ineradicable craving of tho human
race.

In the Philippines native women reg- -

nlarly smoko huge black cigars. That
is another Imitative habit. Start
custom in New York, and with proper
social nnd stage examplo and given
favorablo publicity It might be made
a community and finally a national
habit, as popular ns snuff taking was
during tho Revolutionary war. Ana
perhaps cigar dealers could bo found
to publish defences of tho practlco as
an Ineradicable yearning of the human
race.

Thero was opium smoking In China.
It didn't start there. British interests
developed tho trado from India with
tho Impetus of nn English punltlvo ex
pedition to compel the commerce. But
after opium had long been generally
obtainable) and tho habit had grown
until 40,000,000 Chinese wero regular

I . . n. AA m rVilna not Ct Btnn to i Til -"''" - K - ""'- -

portatlons and to home production. In
Hankow. China, there is $60,000.000
worth of English owned opium from'
India in ono warehouse, and nothing
doing. That great yearning of tho hu-

man race may have continued for some
of the old flends. But the new gen-- 1

oration Is coming on quito aerencb
ignorant of It.

Negro slavery haa been a varied
habit of the human race for several

NO CLOCK COMMISSION.

Important Omission Discovered In the
Impending Iteform.

To the Eiutok or Tiik Scn Sir; Thank
goodness that vicious old law prohibit-

ing different working hours in suninier-tlm- o

from those in wintertime has Iten
repealed! 1 havo not read the new law,
but of course it prescribes penalties for

Any one who falls to
set his clock (how about watches?) one
hour ahead on Match 31, a closo shavo
from All Fools' Day. and turn It back
an hour on October 27 (.Teddy's birth-
day a gracious, delicate touch) will be
exempl.uily punished as will, too, those
traltorouw recalcitrants who, having
been in the habit of rising at 7. nhall con-

tumaciously lie abed until s and law
lessly retlt an hour later than usual.
Tho exasperating Impossibility of mak-

ing tho woik day 7 to 4 In summer and
S to r, In winter lias held us back llko.
tho devil. It did Just seem as though I

wo were helplesoty and forever damned
to pay tribute to coal barons and gas
princes, but now, thanks to wise, fear
less legislators, we have picked tho l,or-dia- n

knot with a clock key, begorra. We

lust couldn't change work hours, but we
couiil and did outwit old Nol. Htalns
triumphed. And may I not give warn-
ing that any man who shall mako Ills
business hours y to G by the acrobatic
clock will be dealt with summarily? Let
him beware.

The chief merit, however, of this new-la-

which conforms to the best traditions
of governmental administration Is that It
opens a new mine of Income to a million
good cltlxens unfortunately unfitted by
nature nnd habit for work. We must
hav e Immediately :

A Director (leneral of Horology.
Ten
A Supreme flock Committee, com- -

posed of llfteen members from each
State, with a In every
county of ten members, and alternates

A Head Winder.
Ten thousand Deputy Wlndera.
A Head Setter.
Ten thousand Assistant Setters.
A Secret Service Barea.i with C.VOOU

aleuths to tun down and arrest violators
and evaders of the law.

A Special Court of Horology to try
offenders, with tho usual court ofllcers,
bailiffs, clerks, A.

This will help keep down tho surplus
and Increaso taxes- - the prime object of
every well ordered democracy. The only
fly In this ointment Is the fact that a
small pait of the expense will really be
borne by the coal und gas merchants
not quite oil by tho people. But there
la no help for that.

What I admlro particularly In this
clever plan for saving daylight is tho
manner of doing It. Why go directly to
a thing when you can aldle?

Tom Sawtkr, Hedlvirue).
DecATCrt, III., Match 21.

When the I'lut llecume Interesting.
'rori th ?"''' Ilrratd.

Harry Kay and fieorge Beach ei the
Interpreters of the leading roles, but the
real aolor of tht ca.it wai Crank WcCul-laug- h

as the attorney li the dlverce court
toeas.

l

thousand years, and Imitative.
Southern States the ycurnlmr i..,,i i...'

not

and

for

would

the

como so long established that poS.,!
slnn of colored property was a natural
and Ineradicable? yearning of the vvliiti.
race. Then Abraham Lincoln spoiled
that theory. Ho abolished slaverv
not only ns a war time policy but 3,a perpetual enactment In the IVOtaI
Constitution. Ho ought to have rea'.
if.cn umi 111: wiij destroying propf1
values und depriving States of tan.
bio asrets. Ho ought to have knnun
that changing eo many negroes from
slavery to freedom would disrupt own-er- s

plans and leave the negroes stnrv-ln-

and without tho means of a

Poor folks have poor ways. Mup,,
and Ignorant peoples have few c,r

crude amusements, t'onvlvlal drink-
ing offers n short cut to Imagined
enjoyment without tho necessity n;
physical exertion or thought procese
Saloon drinking affords easy mentis
for the very human desiro to be popU
lar. rayaig for another's glass 0f
booze Is supposed evidence of gene-
rosity, sociability, good fellowship,

Provide nothing for young lv u

do and they naturally gravitate i,
small groups apart. The convers.i
tlnn Is often In low tones, because tli
talk has becomo smutty and prnfnnltv
Is used. Slick nchemcs of thlever- -

rioaia jokcs ann vuiguj- - wiuirisir.
It's tho small boy over again wit

nothtng better provided for whnleom.
recreation and social pastime.

I have lived In far Western tovv

that have gone from wet to dry.

hare seen within a few years om

" "Vm nTnto places of el vie g a H

Improved and more prosperous hir.
conoiiions.

We have a boy In the, high fHit'
Yet almost all his school flavs ifr
spent In salooulcsi communities. Nnt

until we moved to New Jersey did

have to pass and repass saloon? nnd

see dally evidences of the liquor traf-flc'- a

dirtying effects upon a comm-
unity. Then wo choso a school outsW-o- f

New Jersey where ho might lin.e

a better environment for clean, a

development, away from tlii'e
ever present evidences of saloon
flucnce In retarding local Improve

ments.
There are several hundred thou'ind

Boy Scouts In the United State"

There may bo a great lner.idiM'.'l"

human yearning among nil t la. ,. . 1,, t.,,., ,,,
" --

",
smoke opium to drink strong l a o

If all such things had been aboUM- -l

.twenty esr "u
titat It was not Just a great admin' ln

boy desiro to play baseball or go lin-

ing or hiking or swimming it to Hi'

movies to live, to see, to d '
achieve, and to grow to enviable rr.an

hood? Ancnn: litre.

New Bbcnswick, N. J March :2

A GREAT AURORA.

A Hoy Who Was Frightened Itrcall'
the Phenomenon.

To Tiin Iutor or Tiik Scs s.

havo a vivid recollection of the fiti
aurora, of 1860, which of o."

correspondents have recalled. 1 was o"

r. years old on the Good I'ndnv tit
of 1SG0, when, from my window Ico

lug out from what is now tho Brunswi i

Building, at Fifth aenuo and Twe.v
sixth street, across Madison Sn if'
saw tho entire sky blood ted.

Having been frightened by ai '
nurse's tales of comets and super it",
appearances In the sky, I ran crjlr.t
my parents' room that the end of

world had come. 1 vividly revn'l a

my father's startled expression wh.
looked out, while trying to soothe r

fears. Thla aurora of 1860 was pro.
tho mot wonderful In this lai fud"
which thero Is no record, and t i Vr
red appearance of the sky lassr for -

eral hours. I remember the "II ,'':'',
omer Stephen Alexander, whei, ' rl'
at Princeton years aftcrwatd,
ture upon the aurora, dwilt pat i.

upon this phenomenon.
The appearance of the aun-- i i" '

latitude was far mom frcvic ' "

gone years than of late, si d n f

tho manifestation cf tho re ' f
there has not been nny grest jii
fifteen or twenty years. On '

or even August nnd more frety.c S,
tember nights In bvgoiie ci' ''
cool northwest wind lu l mi "de!
period of great heat, the auro-.- v " v
apt to be seen, and us fa '
Wchmond, Va. It ts very . W
summer and eariy aut'in." s

lower St. Ijvwrfi'.cc, ard i ) ne
during the last ten jear. t - '"r'
able auroras nt Murray li.v ' ' '

between Quebec an the nu" '
Jamks n Tv - ?

Nw Tonw, March -- i'

i .

The Tot of Hold at the liml nt

Ilalnlinw.

To tub Kpitou of I'm J1"

'sideling thnt 11."..00 in r
weighs upward of .Itill po i. Is s

pies a proportionals spa- '

have been some cast Iron "

;Tnr: Sun leferred as
H ir.Ubt have her i I rst . ,r

moia-- belt in whu h n mm '

In gold coin and walked "f
tlculty or detcctio.i. . 1

zlae story somi fine n'Wasiiinqton, Man h .

Making Our 4)n Ir.hi"
from Me Mif'ihr .vrirrx r ""'i

Indigo is now belni: id
In this countrv. At Mldlne . v '
pounds of 20 per eetr T'st a'- - r
,,.,1!.. i i ik. t.-i- rr h,i' nf ' - ns

commencing with the t.ir T l -

and imludlng t

3, 1913, placed Indigo -- n r
urtil Srpiemher P. V.'ld.
putting a duly on "

thai brad th - '
Herman dn maker.

The Aecnigs) Arkmiesw I amil

Tton lt SlQiir Ciu"lj' '' "'

nam. lo wife of II' w !o
They now have sU elrlr an I ' "
They will soon liar an averaie
family.


